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Dining in =
California

In a multi-cultural neighbourhood of Thong Lor,
Harvey restuarant appears with a challenging
statement. Sunthorn Keeratayakom writes.
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is Incated. Both conneet to the service
section at the back. The upper flaor has
V.LP rooms with a mukti level ceiling
where the designer has created a variety
of space volumes to present exclusive
COIMers.

The bullding's colaur Lone 14 very
striking at firsh sight - the mustard/
yellow modern building contrasts with the
black surfaced road, This is tofally
different from other Mies Van Der Rohe
influenced black and white buildings
araund Soil Thangler. However, the
architect did not intend to ereate any
specific meaning but tried to malke it
cutstanding and look luxuriouws.

Inside the building there is more
emphasis en the materials and colours in
erder to conbrol the atmosphere. So we
see anly dark wood calour, custom made
brass, and creamy slone, leaving the
overall effect on the chandelier and
flowers. The lighting designer paid
attention to every detail - from the
kitchen to the parking lot, using
glectronic dimmers to contraol both
interior and exierior lighting in coherence
with natural light at ditferent times of the
day. In the parking fot, the designer
created a spectacular lamp with orange/
yellow Hght to extend (he atmosphere
from ingide the restaurant and continuing
ta the I'rant road,

There are numerows detalls that they
tried to focus on, for instance, details of
the accessimg hall, the kidden lamps, and
the delicate finishes, 111 seam belween
outside and inside iy aleo an important
factor in this praject. This is the result of
the close colaboration among designers.
Unfortunately, the Ball trees in the frant
do not really coexist with the main theme
of the place.

As mentioned in the beginning,
Californin s quite & big state that has
seen tremendaus growth, Its people are
multi racial and have been lving tagether
for cenfuries. This can alse insplire us on
many ssues, fram big ones ke respect
far ditferent ways of thinking in saciety,
te small things likke designing a shop that
needs a lot of compromises where it Is
important to gek the best result without
beating each ather up.

Finally, loaking at the design of
Harvey, we hope Lo see this hind of
interesting work being done over and over
again.
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first flogr plan second floor plan

1 entrance 2 bar & lounge 3 dining aren 4 wine cellar 5 dining area & kitchen T balcony B banguet 9 staircase
10 office 11 staff & service
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In the multi-cuttural neighbeurhood of
Thonglor a restawrani called Harvey has
appeared with a challénging statement.
Sunthorn Keeratayakorn writes,

Califernia is a big state in the United
States of America Some say Uhat if i
becames a country of s awn, it would be
the world"s fifth bbggest in terms af the
size of its economy, If you have seen the
movie “Skdeways™, you would have
noticed that California is very famouws for
ils winerees, However, the state’s food is
not as oulstanding as Eurepean food, And
when a restaurant defines itsell “Inspired
Califormian Culsine”, as Harvey on Soi
Thaonglor 9 daes, it draws my curiosity to
go check it aul.

But to find out how the food tastes
you will have Lo dine at Harvey yoursell
since our visik this time is to focos on its
design in particular,

The design team included archilech
Cholatit Tamthal, interior designer
Wichalhorn Praserisook, and Tipya
Prasertsook, a lighting designer from Be
Lit. Each worked an a different part bol
they closely shared ideas together.

The architect explained thal this
building was a former 70s Modernism
residence, which has a flat plane focusing
on horizontal lines where Lhe distance
between floors is guite low. The interior
space was clear and erganised as a Bving
fpace, which was semewhal small for a
restaurant. Despite Lhe bullding's
problematic functions the extension was
Himited l::" the rented space; the ownir
wililed Lo keep as close to the original as
possible, This the architeel terminated
only a few paris such as doors, windows
and some cannecling parts, and extended
the buwilding to its side and back as much

a3 negulatian allows.

The extended building was buolil in
double space with a huge glass Irom Lthe
front to the end of the building, The back
extension is far Lhe service part, including
a kitehen, tollet and stalf room; the space
is high enough for the kitchen operation
system ta be installed. The architect
intended to use the architectural
vocabulary thal i coherent with the
existing building, with more effective and
interesting space usage.

Connecting interior spaces, the
architect and the interior designer
conducted the zaning with a longer and
higher access hall, The former building
whose ceiling is guite low becomes the
main dining space that is decorated only
on the wall and with same deshgn details.
The extended space on the side is douhle
space where @ cigar bar and beverage har
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